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What is a Tactical Urbanism? 

Terms often used interchangeably
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Why?  
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Credit: Walkable and Livable Communities Institute
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VISIBLE
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Opportunity to Visualize and Test an Idea 



Fosters community 
engagement & buy-in 

Quick, cheap, & temporary

Demonstrates viability of 
long-term changes

Informs planning of 
long-term projects

Improves pedestrian-
and bicycle-friendly 
environment

Leverages multi-
sector partnerships 
and shared resources

Benefits



Tactical Urbanism Projects in Delaware  



• Annual community-based event organized by West Side Grows (WSG), 2014 - 2016
• Partners = WSGs, businesses, community, local government, MPO, & DelDOT
• Way to demonstrate a walkable, bikeable, & vibrant cultural corridor
• Need to calm traffic, reduce speeds, and narrow three-lane, one-way road

Better Block – Union Street - Wilmington, Delaware



Project: Safe Routes to School – Pop-Up Buffered Bike Lane - Newark, Delaware



Project: Portable Parklet – Seaford, Delaware



Project: Pop-Up Mini-Circle - Newark, Delaware



Project: “Cycle Track” Demonstration – Newark, Delaware
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Lessons Learned - Eight Success Targets  
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Roles and 
extent of 

active 
involvement?

Formalize 
policies, 

procedures, 
guidelines?

Transportation 
governance 
and finance?

State or local road?

Planning and funding of 
future transportation 
investment priorities?

Event planning 
and logistics?

Is a formal approval 
process needed? 

Site and 
design plan?

Future funding 
criteria?

Partnerships and 
community 

engagement?

Post-event 
Evaluation?

Plan for traffic 
control and safety?

Planning and Policy Considerations
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Consider:

✓ Design complexity

✓ Baseline surveys of road users

✓ Vehicle speed studies

✓ Compliance data (stop signs)

✓ Before photos
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Consider:

✓ Design complexity

✓ Duration of the project

✓ Local road or state-maintained road?

✓ Supervised or unsupervised?

✓ Safe navigation of emergency vehicles

✓ Compliance with MUTCD 
requirements for signage and striping

✓ Weather-hearty materials

✓ Role of volunteers

✓ Education and outreach methods

✓ Feedback mechanism(s)
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Project Design – Sketch Plans and Site Design

City of Newark – Pop-Up Mini-
Traffic Circle

City of Newark – Safe Routes to School 
Crosswalk



MAKE IT  FUN!

Source: Street Plans Collaborative

Project Design - Fun!
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Better Block – West Side Grows, Wilmington, Delaware



Expect the Unexpected!

Source: WILMAPCO Source: Newark Post





Questions?

THANK YOU

Marcia Scott – msscott@udel.edu



Online resource to help Delaware local governments plan for 

“attractive, inclusive, efficient, healthy & resilient places.”

D E L A W A R E  C O M P L E T E  

C O M M U N I T I E S  P L A N N I N G  

T O O L B O X





Five Elements of a Complete Community
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Series



GIS 
Story
Map
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