




“Pennsylvania Porngate”



Kathleen Kane, Former Pennsylvania 

Attorney General, Is Sentenced to Prison







The FBI’s Role in 

Corruption Investigations



◼ When a public official at any level of 
government abuses his or her public office 
or position for private gain

◼ When a private citizen seeks to corrupt a 
public official

◼ The focus is on the abuse of the public 
position and/or the misuse of 
governmental powers for private gain

What is Public Corruption?



◼ Highly sensitive

◼ Increased media attention

◼ Receive extra FBI scrutiny 

◼ Targets have political power,               
public relations machinery, and money

◼ Complex
◼ Bribery crimes are often agreements made in 

whispered conversations and sealed with handshakes

◼ The secretive nature of the crime makes it difficult to 
detect without the assistance of concerned citizens 

Corruption Investigations



◼ Bribery

◼ Extortion

◼ Fraud

◼ Embezzlement

◼ Conflict of interest

◼ Money laundering

◼ Facilitate other types of criminal activity
◼ Drug trafficking, gambling, and prostitution

Corrupt Activities



Investigative Techniques

◼ Surveillance

◼ Undercover operations

◼ Consensual recordings

◼ Title III

◼ GPS tracking

◼ Search warrants

◼ Federal grand jury subpoenas

◼ Interviews



FBI Cincinnati Division

◼ Cincinnati

◼ Columbus

◼ Dayton

◼ Athens

◼ Cambridge

◼ Portsmouth



FBI Cincinnati Division

◼ Three major metropolitan areas
◼ Cincinnati

◼ Columbus

◼ Dayton

◼ Multiple, redundant levels of government
◼ 48 Counties

◼ 466 Municipalities and Villages

◼ 707 Townships

◼ State Capital of Ohio
◼ Five elected statewide office holders

◼ Ohio General Assembly

◼ 40,000 state government employees



Ohio State Representative 

Carlton Weddington

◼ Indicted March 2012
◼ Bribery

◼ Elections Falsification

◼ Ethics Violations

◼ Pled guilty to the Indictment
◼ First legislator convicted of 

bribery in 100 years

◼ Sentenced to 3 years in prison



◼ Allegations of corrupt activities:

◼ “Pay to play” regarding legislation affecting Payday Loan industry

◼ Solicitation to speak before the Legislative Black Caucus

Why Target Weddington?



E-mail regarding Cleveland Cavaliers tickets 

Weddington Predication



◼ Directed the Legislative Service Commission 
(LSC) to draft an amendment to the state 
budget bill to effectuate a change in Ohio law  

◼ Advocated for the amendment and sought co-
sponsors 

◼ Offered to submit the proposed legislation as a 
stand-alone legislative bill

◼ Directed LSC to draft the bill

◼ Issued a fake press release from his office

Official Acts



◼ $5,000 cash

◼ $4,000 in campaign 
contributions 

◼ $13,000 in airfare, meals, 
lodging, and gifts
◼ Dinners in Columbus

◼ Trip to Miami Beach

◼ Trip to Napa Valley

Benefits



Amendment to Budget Bill



Amendment to Budget Bill



Looking at 8/24 or 25, got that 5k package for you.  You 
know how we do, smoke a cigar and hand out. August 12, 2011  9:15 PM

August 12, 2011 9:08 PM
When you coming to town?

August 12, 2011 9:18 PM
Let’s do it! Either day is good for me

August 12, 2011 9:50 PM
Come on the 25th which is a thurday. Good Club night

Bet, will let you know that week
August 12, 2011 9:42 PM

$5,000 Payment



CW, what up… I’m making plans on coming that way on 
Wed. I got that $5k package, just want to get it to you

September 12, 2011  5:49 PM

September 12, 2011 6:13 PM
Ok, cool. I will make myself available!

September 14, 2011 1:29 PM
About to walk into session may need at least until 3pm

September 14, 2011 1:34 PM
Get a mild vanilla type for me

September 14, 2011 2:17 PM

On my way!

Bet, let me know, will pick up smokes…
September 14, 2011 1:32 PM

Bet
September 14, 2011 1:36 PM



$5,000 Payment



Financial Disclosure Statement

UCA: Does all that stuff, the Napa and the Florida, all that supposed 
to go on paper?

WCW: It doesn’t have to. 

Later in the conversation:

UCA: Does Miami or Napa come to light?

WCW: I don’t have any record of Miami on my books…

Joint Legislative Ethics Committee



Financial Disclosure Statement

Filed by Weddington on February 6, 2012



Ohio State Representative 

Clayton Luckie
◼ 39th District - Dayton

◼ Began term in 2006 

◼ Theft of $130,000 from Campaign
◼ From January 2006 until 2013

◼ Transferred funds to personal account

◼ Cash withdrawals

◼ Debit card transactions 

◼ Concealed the theft
◼ Forged Treasurer’s signature 

◼ Filed False Campaign Finance reports

◼ Created bogus invoices



Significant Financial Problems

◼ Insufficient funds fees of $11,000

◼ Spent significantly more money than earned

◼ Thousands in unpaid debts with numerous 
vendors



◼ Transferred $62,000 to personal bank accounts
◼ Used Committee funds as a personal piggybank

◼ Transferred funds when personal accounts had negative 
balances and/or to pay bills

◼ Paid mortgage directly from Committee bank account

◼ Example of transfer: November 8, 2011
◼ Wrote a check for $1,405.97 from personal account which left a 

negative balance of $911.16

◼ Transferred $950 the next day from Committee account to 
personal account

Transfers to Personal Accounts



◼ More than 800 transactions totaling $40,000

◼ None listed on campaign finance reports

Debit Card Transactions

Location Amount

Sam’s Club $1,322.27

h.h. gregg $932.80

Macy’s $928.61

Wal-Mart $883.70

Babies R Us $760.68

Cub Foods $666.53

Frontgate $639.12

Location Amount

Marshalls $433.24

Kroger $356.43

TJ Maxx $295.36

Home Depot $237.73

Toys R Us $229.02

Lowes $225.19

Meijer $223.07



◼ Forged signature of Treasurer

◼ Campaign finance reports filed with Secretary of State
◼ Suppose to list every contribution and expenditure

◼ Every report by Luckie failed to accurately list expenditures

◼ Audited by Secretary of State
◼ Luckie provided bogus invoices and receipts to support non-

existent expenditures

Concealing the Theft



No Treasurer

True signature of Richmond Jones

Purported signature of Richmond Jones



Dayton Printery



Fabricated Invoices



State Representative Luckie

◼ Pled Guilty - January 2013
◼ Theft

◼ Money Laundering

◼ Elections Falsification

◼ Ethics Violations

◼ Sentenced to 3 years in prison



Arise Academy

◼ Dr. Shane Floyd
◼ Arise Superintendant 

◼ 84 months imprisonment

◼ Carl Robinson
◼ Owner Global Educational 

Consultants

◼ 78 months imprisonment

◼ Dr. Christopher Martin
◼ Board member

◼ 60 months imprisonment

◼ Kristal Allen
◼ Board member

◼ 27 months imprisonment



Office of the Ohio Treasurer

◼ Initial allegations
◼ Noure Alo

◼ Amer Ahmad

◼ State Street Bank

◼ Hampton Capital Management
◼ Doug Hampton

◼ Attended high school with Ahmad

◼ Going Green
◼ Joe Chiavaroli

◼ Lawn mowing business



Deputy Treasurer Amer Ahmad 

Trading Strategy



Hampton Capital Management:

Most frequently used broker



Hampton Commissions: $3M 





On the same day 

Hampton wired 

$123,622 to Alo

Ahmad told Alo how 

much he trusted him



◼ Hampton pled guilty

◼ After indictment 
other conspirators all 
pled guilty

◼ Amer Ahmad…



Ahmad fled to Pakistan 



Born in Pakistan?



Extradition



Facing Justice

◼ Joseph Chiavaroli
◼ 18 months in prison

◼ $400,000 forfeiture 

◼ Amer Ahmad
◼ 15 years in prison

◼ Liable for $3,200,000

◼ Noure Alo
◼ 48 months in prison

◼ $123,622 forfeiture

◼ Douglas Hampton 
◼ 45 months in prison 

◼ $2,202,259 forfeiture



◼ Resources and experience to work the most 
sensitive and complex investigations

◼ Extensive use of sophisticated techniques 
◼ Undercover operations

◼ Consensual recordings and Title III interception

◼ Search warrants

◼ Federal grand jury subpoenas

◼ Significant use of confidential sources

◼ Freedom from political pressure to effectively 
investigate corruption at all levels 

Why the FBI?



SSA Jeff Williams

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Cincinnati Division

jrwilliams@fbi.gov

614-849-1832

mailto:jrwilliams@fbi.gov


• Ask before you act

• Confidential advice

• Talking about an ethics mistake doesn’t 
trigger a review

• In an ethics hole?  Strategy to extricate you! 

• New ethics e-book


