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Ethics

Counting Ballots in a Pinch

Q. Because of the untimely death of a member of Congress, the state has a contentious election coming up. The county anticipates a large number of absentee ballots, and a printing error is expected to cause some complications in tabulating the results. These two factors have created significant pressure on the county, less than a week before the election, to find qualified people to help count the absentee ballots. 

Two ICMA members are willing and able to assist but became concerned when they discovered that tabulating teams must be staffed by both a designated Republican and a designated Democrat. Would this requirement to declare a political party to count ballots be a violation of Tenet 7? 

A. Designating a political party affiliation in order to count ballots is not a violation of Tenet 7. For one thing, the requirement to designate a political party is arbitrary; not everyone who counts ballots has to declare a party affiliation. ICMA members may also declare a political party affiliation in order to vote in primaries, although in some states they can vote in political primaries as registered independents. 

In this circumstance, the ICMA members are assisting other local government staff in the performance of a local government function. 

