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Pursuing a Career in Local Government


Tip Sheet

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

· Internships, internships, internships!!!

· If you are unable to locate a paying internship, be willing to volunteer.  Oftentimes volunteer internships can result in more rewarding and more substantial experiences than a paid internship.

· Don’t just wait for internship opportunities to find you.  Be willing to proactively ask for an internship, especially if you are willing to volunteer.  Even 10-20 hours per week will provide good experience.

· Utilize the Internship Clearinghouse available at www.mmanc.org to locate and identify internships.

· Work with the Career Center & Alumni Development Office to identify alumni working in local government.  Contact them for informational interviews.

· Take a class oriented towards local government.

· Join the Municipal Management Association of Northern California (MMANC) or Municipal Management Association of Southern California (MMASC), professional organizations dedicated to providing local government managers (current and aspiring) with networking and professional development opportunities.

· Special student membership rate – Only $25.00 per year!!!

· Attend events in your area to meet professionals and to expand your knowledge base.

· Attend the Annual Conference of MMANC (in October) or MMASC (in July).

· Download and read the “Preparing the Next Generation” Resource Guide available at http://jobs.icma.org.  Click on “Preparing the Next Generation” under the Resources button.

· If you are eligible for Federal Work Study, talk to your Financial Aid Office about pooling your funds to develop a summer internship position in local government. 

-- Over for Job Resources --

· Find job opportunities by:

· Visiting the web sites for cities and special districts

· Subscribe to Jobs Available, which lists government job opportunities throughout the Western United States.  To subscribe, call (209) 571-2120.

· Visit web sites that specialize in posting government job opportunities, such as: 

	   www.mmanc.org
	www.mmasc.org
	 www.jobs.icma.org

	www.careersingovernment.com
	www.abag.ca.gov
	 www.spb.ca.gov

	www.usajobs.opm.gov
	www.getagovjob.com
	 www.calltoserve.org

	www.cacities.org (look under Western Cities)
	


For more resources, internship and job opportunities see the “Next Generation” web site provided by the International City/County Management Association (ICMA) at www.icma.org/nextgen.
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