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We wish to nominate Jacqueline Goodall, Mayor of the Town of Forest Heights, Maryland for the ICMA Program Excellence Award in the category of Community Sustainability Award.
On behalf of our town, Mayor Goodall has long been a supporter of Green and sustainable development practices. So much so, that under her administration she has taken “sustainability” to a new level in the Town of Forest Heights, Maryland!

                                              THE FOREST HEIGHTS STORY
Under her leadership beginning as a member of Town Council at the time, Forest Heights became a Green Community back in 2007.  Mayor Goodall has worked diligently since then to enhance the Town Hall property with green development and storm water mitigation projects.
Forest Heights has become a demonstration site for many such practices respected by its citizens, as well as nearby large and small municipalities alike.
Our Town Hall complex and grounds serve as a green/sustainable design practice demonstration area that has been recognized for a number of years in our metropolitan area. The town currently hosts a vegetated green roof, three rain barrels, one 500 gallon cistern, seven rain gardens, four different types of pervious pavement in the parking lot, landscape conservation and, a living wall.   
Mayor Goodall has also been a supporter of efforts to reduce urban storm water pollution and has worked in this arena for years. She has been involved in and supported efforts to implement a storm water mitigation program with our County and performed much work with local organizations like the Low Impact Design Center and the University of Maryland Landscape Design School to educate homeowners about the benefits of storm water mitigation.

We are involved in a number of initiatives and projects that reduce impact on the environment. The town has a Storm Water Master Plan that is supported by local residents. It includes the encouragement of residents to use raingardens, rain barrels and other best management practices. The objective is to gain street by street support for water retrofit practices to create green infrastructure throughout the entire community. The project helps improve water quality conditions for the impaired nearby watershed which feeds the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay.
As a matter of fact, the town has an overall goal to become the first community on the east coast to be a zero run off community. This means the first two inches of rainfall would be infiltrated into the ground during rainfall, creating no run off during smaller storms. Working with various environmental agencies in the area since 2008, Forest Heights has achieved this goal on its municipal grounds
With Mayor Goodall at the helm, in 2013 the Town was approved by the State of Maryland as a Sustainable Community by the Department of Housing & Community Development. This means that our town is recognized as meeting requirements and putting a plan in place to serve as a comprehensive roadmap of solutions to support and improve the sustainability and overall quality of the town. 
                                      OTHER TOWN PROGRAMS OF INTEREST
· Other programs of interest being administered by our town are a Home Weatherization Assistance Program for qualified residents and a curbside collection residential recycling program that reduces the amount of trash in our landfills. 
· Under Mayor Goodall’s leadership, the town will soon begin construction of its first “Complete Street”. We are also currently working on plans for five additional complete streets to begin construction with Bond Bill funds and other revenue sources. 
· The Town of Forest Heights has recently purchased three electric vehicles to be utilized as official town vehicles. We have automobile charging stations for the vehicles on the municipal grounds and are looking into establishing a public car charging station in one of our nearby public parks.  This public facility charging station would be one of the first in the region designated for public use.
· You will also find solar panels on the site of our municipal grounds used to collect alternative energy that actually offsets the cost of energy charged by the utility to the Town.

                                                 MORE TOWN INITIATIVES  
-Established a local Farmers Market for the community
-Established a senior citizen exercise program
-Established a series of “Healthy Heights” Living and Eating Well Seminars for residents
-Tree City USA Designation

-Watershed Stewardship 
-Sustainable Maryland Certified Candidate

The above is a brief synopsis of the sustainable endeavors underway in the Town of Forest Heights under the leadership of Mayor Goodall. The overall intent of these policies and programs is to equip our town with the following:
-Creating a sustainable green infrastructure for Forest Heights throughout the entire town
-Managing a town wide storm water management plan
-Creating public gathering places throughout town designed and constructed with “Green” concepts that address sustainability and storm water runoff issues
-Promoting citizen and visitor interaction; help restore existing waters to natural state; re-establish the ecological corridor for wildlife in the area 
-Providing a more sustainable footprint for the Town of Forest Heights 
