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Where are 
people finding 
government 
information?  
 
The Internet! 
People are going 
online to access 
legislative info, 
government data, 
campaign finance 
records, and more.  
 



Open data 
= the right to information online  

Administrative Technical 
Public = online  Non-proprietary 

Proactive disclosure Structured  



Why open data?  

●  Creating transparency 
●  Empowering accountability 
●  Enhancing efficiency 
 
 

●  Improving service quality 
●  Attracting commerce 
●  Increasing public 

participation 
 

Benefits to government and the public 
include: 





Open Data Policy Guidelines 

1. What data should be public 
○  Proactively release information online 
○  Build on precedent 
○  Address all government information 
○  Create a data inventory and prioritize release 
○  Appropriately safeguard sensitive information 

 
 
 



Open Data Policy Guidelines 

2. How to make data public 
○  Use open formats and varied formats  
○  Allow for bulk download  
○  Create a central location for data 
○  Remove barriers to access and reuse  
○  Mandate electronic filing 

 
 
 



Open Data Policy Guidelines 

 
3. How to implement policy 
○  Establish guidance and oversight 
○  Set clear timelines 
○  Mandate future review 
○  Include public perspectives 

 



Open Data Policies in the U.S. 





Lessons Learned 

•  Customize for your 
community 

•  Plan for the long term 
•  Create actionable 

guidance 
•  Include the public 



Opportunities 

•  Set the default to open 
•  Build on precedent  
•  Create a data inventory and prioritize release 
•  Use innovative public inclusion 
•  Mandate regular future review 

The most successful policies …  



Ques1ons/Comments?	  

Contact	  us	  any	  1me	  at	  local@sunligh<ounda1on.com	  




