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GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE 

80%
of  the world’s 

population already 

live in areas with 

high threat to water 

95%
of  food production 

is highly dependent 

on oil

THE URBAN CHALLENGE

high threat to water 

security

60%
of  the world’s 

ecosystems are already 

either degraded or 

used unsustainably

11%
of  the world’s remaining 

natural areas could be 

lost by 2050



RAPID URBANIZATION

We already live in an 

urban world, but 95% 

of future urbanisation 

will take place in the 

developing world developing world 



THE RISKS FACING URBAN AREAS

PERFECT STORM

OF RISK

FACING CITIES



THE FUTURE PROOFING CITIES REPORT 



WHAT IS FUTURE PROOFING CITIES? 

Future proofing cities is about utilising and developing 

the capabilities of cities to respond to environmental 

risks (e.g. climate hazards, resource scarcities, and risks (e.g. climate hazards, resource scarcities, and 

damage to ecosystems) in a way that catalyses social 

and economic prosperity. 



ROLE OF SOFT AND HARD INFRASTRUCTURE 



AN IMPORTANT BUT CLOSING WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY TO ACT 



THE NORTH AMERICA PERSPECTIVE



OUR APPROACH
Risks and 

Challenges 

Opportunity 



FIVE URBAN TYPES

Assessment of 129 cities: 

Possible to group cities into 5 types based on most significant risks they face



UNIQUE INTEGRATED ASSESSMENT 

FRAMEWORK



CAPACITY TO RESPOND TO RISKS



PRACTICAL STEPS TO FUTURE PROOFING 
Over 100 policies for future proofing



MAXIMISING IMPACT: OPTIONS WHICH 

PRODUCE MULTIPLE ENVIRONMENTAL 

BENEFITS



ACHIEVING A BALANCED PORTFOLIO: 

MAXIMIZING IMPACT AND ENSURING 

DELIVERABILITY 



KEY MESSAGES
� Communities need to act now to consider their response to 

long term vulnerabilities to prevent long term harm to their 

economies and infrastructure security

� There are a wide range of practical actions for future 

proofing which can be considered in a long term planning 

frameworkframework

� This is ultimately about investing in the right kind of soft 

and hard infrastructure and governance framework

� Maximizing returns on investment will require an holistic 

approach to assessing the environmental, social, and 

economic benefits of policies



KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

� Future proofed urban strategies 

� Unlocking finance for communities

� Evaluating risks to private sector investment portfolios 

� Other Other 

– Supporting urban diagnostics 

– Strengthening capacity

– Data for communities

– Research and guidance 



THANK YOU

Join the conversation 

www.FutureProofingCities.com 

Twitter @fpcities, #futureproofingcities 



Questions/Comments?

Additional Information…




