
 

Most Prevalent Form of Local Government in Specific Population Ranges (2013): 
Council-Manager (CM) vs. Mayor-Council (MC) 

 
 
 

Between 
2,500 and 4,999 

(1,844) 

 
Between 

5,000 and 9,999 
(1,754) 

 
Between 

10,000 and 24,999 
(1,761) 

 
Between 

25,000 and 49,999 
(850) 

 
Between 

50,000 and 99,999 
(474) 

 
CM: 740 (40%) 

 
MC: 1,104 (60%) 

 
CM: 891 (51%) 

 
MC: 863 (49%) 

 
CM: 1,003 (57%) 

 
MC: 758 (43%) 

 
CM: 552 (65%) 

 
MC: 298 (35%) 

 
CM: 310 (65%) 

 
MC: 164 (35%) 

 
 

Between 
100,000 and 249,999 

(205) 

 
Between 

250,000 and 499,999 
(41) 

 
Between 

500,000 and 1,000,000 
(24) 

 
Over 

1,000,000 
(9) 

 
CM: 144 (70%) 

 
MC: 61 (30%) 

 
CM: 20 (49%) 

 
MC: 21 (51%) 

 
CM: 8 (33%) 

 
MC: 16 (67%) 

 
CM: 3 (33%) 

 
MC: 6 (67%) 

 
 
 
 

Note: The council-manager form of government is the most prevalent form in five of the nine ranges.  Fifty-seven percent (57%) of municipalities with a 
population between 5,000 and 249,999 residents are governed under the council-manager structure (2,900 out of 5,044). 

 

 
 

Source: ICMA Municipal Yearbook, 2013. 
 

 


