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For FY 2006, the city of Highland Park reported that it was able to confine
90 percent of one- and two-family residential structure fires to the room of 
origin. The mean and median values for all jurisdictions reporting were both
57 percent.

When asked how the city has had such great success in confining fires to
room of origin, Highland Park officials cited the city’s rapid response system.
They noted that the city responds to nearly 95 percent of fire calls in five
minutes or less, and they attributed this to

Well-positioned fire stations—The city boasts the presence of one fire
station for every 4.2 square miles on average

An aggressive automatic aid program—While many jurisdictions in
the United States have mutual aid agreements with neighboring com-
munities, in the Chicago area (where Highland Park is located), initial
response automatic aid is aggressively employed to ensure that respond-
ers are always summoned from the closest fire station regardless of 
whether the station lies within the same legal jurisdiction as the subject
of the call for assistance.

Other factors cited by the city as likely contributors to being able to con-
fine fires to room of origin include:

Installing central station automatic alarm systems—With all busi-
nesses and many homes having fire alarms connected to monitoring
services (either private or city run), fires are detected quickly and the
alarms are reported rapidly to the fire department, thus allowing for early
suppression.

Adding sprinklers during home remodels—The city recommends that
sprinklers be added to the furnace room during all home remodeling
projects. This recommendation is communicated to the property owner
during the plan review and inspection process.

Enforcing building codes—The city adheres to national building code
standards—and enforces them aggressively—thus helping to prevent fires
in the first place and discouraging the spread of fires that do occur.

Educating the public—The city also sends firefighters into local schools
to teach children about the importance of fire safety. The firefighters
encourage children to remind their parents about replacing smoke detec-
tor batteries, eliminating extension cords, and implementing other fire
safety measures.
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In addition to measures explicitly intended to help confine fires to the room 
of origin, the Highland Park Fire Department also tracks performance on this 
measure and others to ensure that department personnel remain focused on 
performance.

The department reports its performance statistics to the city manager 
once each quarter and also compares its own performance with that of peer 
communities annually. Where differences are found between Highland Park 
and other communities, staff conduct research to determine the reasons for 
the differences and whether techniques in use in other communities might 
result in improvements in Highland Park.


