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City of El Cajon Smoking Ordinance  
Summary 

 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to limit public exposure to secondhand smoke 
in public areas within the City of El Cajon. 
 
Generally Prohibited 
 

� Smoking is prohibited in and within 20 feet of the following City owned 
Recreation Facilities: Bostonia Center, Fletcher Hills Center, Hillside 
Center, Kennedy Center, Renette Center and Wells Center. 

� Smoking is prohibited in and within 20 feet of any tot lot, any 
playground and any recreational area whether publicly or privately 
owned. 

� No person shall be in possession of a burning tobacco or tobacco 
related product, including but not limited to cigars and cigarettes, in 
any public places; any places of employment; and multi-unit residence 
common area; or any enclosed and unenclosed places of hotels, 
businesses, restaurants, and bars and other public accommodation. 

� No person shall smoke in an area in which smoking is otherwise 
permitted by this chapter or other law within a reasonable distance 
from any entrance, opening, crack, or vent into an enclosed, area in 
which smoking is prohibited by this chapter, other law or by the owner, 
lessee or licensee of that enclosed area. 

 
Generally Permitted 
 
Smoking is generally permitted in: 

� Private residential property, other than those used as a child-care or 
health-care facility (except where required by state or federal laws or 
regulations) when employees, children or patients are present. Nothing 
in this chapter shall require a person or entity who or which owns or 
controls a private residential property, including but not limited to a 
condominium association or an apartment owner, to permit smoking 
and such a person may choose to prohibit smoking throughout the 
property he, she, or it owns or controls. 

� In up to twenty (20) percent of guest rooms in any hotel or motel, if the 
hotel or motel permanently designates at least eighty (80) percent of its 
guest rooms as nonsmoking rooms, appropriately signs nonsmoking 
rooms and permanently removes ashtrays and matches from them. 
Smoking rooms shall be segregated from nonsmoking rooms on 
separate floors, wings, or portions of either; smoking and nonsmoking 
rooms shall not be interspersed. Nothing in this chapter shall require a 
hotel or motel to provide smoking rooms and the owner or operator of 
the hotel or motel may choose to prohibit smoking throughout the 
property. 

� Designated unenclosed areas in shopping mall common areas 
(“smokers’ outposts”), provided that (i) there is not more than one 
square foot of unenclosed area designated for smoking for every 
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of rentable enclosed or 
unenclosed space shopping mall (provided that each shopping mall 
may have at least one smokers’ outpost of forty (40) or fewer square 
feet in area), (ii) the area is prominently marked with signs, (iii) it is 
located the greatest distance practicable, and at least twenty (20) feet, 
from any doorway or opening into an enclosed area or any access way 
from parking facilities to the retail areas of the shopping mall, (iv) 
smoke is not permitted to enter adjacent area in which smoking is 
prohibited by this chapter, other law or by the owner, lessee or 
licensee of the adjacent property, and (v) the location(s) of the 
smokers’ outpost(s) is or are approved in writing by the community 
development director of the city based on the standards of this 
subsection and the goals of this chapter. 

















City of El Cajon Smoking Ordinance 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Is Smoking Banned in the City of El Cajon? 
 
No.  The City Council adopted an Ordinance regulating smoking and secondhand 
smoke in certain public areas and places of employment in an effort to protect 
citizens from the dangers of secondhand smoke.  Smokers who are considerate 
of others will not be affected by this ordinance.  The Ordinance is self-enforcing.  
Employers and property owners with public spaces are responsible for enforcing 
these regulations.   
 
What are “smokers’ outposts” and how do I establish one for my 
business? 
 
A smokers’ outpost is an unenclosed area within a shopping mall or place of 
business where smoking is permitted. It must be prominently marked with signs 
and it must be located the greatest distance practicable, and at least twenty (20) 
feet from any doorway or opening into an enclosed area or access way from 
parking facilities to retail areas. 
 
What should I do if I witness someone violating the Ordinance? 
 
If you are at a business, retail store or restaurant, please ask an employee to 
enforce the Ordinance. If you are walking down the street or in another public 
place, you can ask the smoker to extinguish their cigarette, cigar, or pipe.  
However, if factors such as the time of the day and location of the activity would 
lead a reasonable person to believe that other persons are not likely to be 
present while smoking the cigarette, cigar or pipe, no violation of the ordinance is 
occurring and it would be inappropriate to request the smoking to cease. 
 
What if my place of business doesn’t have a smokers’ outpost? Where 
should I go to smoke? 
 
It will take some time for most businesses to set up their smokers’ outpost. Until 
then, select an area at least twenty (20) feet away from any path of travel, 
doorway, or place where people congregate. Remember that if someone 
complains, you might need to select a new location, or refrain from smoking, 
unless factors such as the time of the day and location of the activity would lead 
a reasonable person to believe that other persons are not likely to be present 
while smoking. 
 
What is the consequence if I offend others by smoking? 
 
The Ordinance provides a variety of methods of enforcement ranging from 
warnings, to tickets, to lawsuits. The Ordinance can be enforced by the City or by 



private parties who have given notice to the City. The City expects to rely on 
warnings and tickets for most offenders but will consider more serious penalties 
for willful or repeat offenders.  
 
Can I smoke in my own car while traveling in El Cajon? 
 
Generally, yes.  So long as you are not acting in a manner that is reasonably 
likely that other persons will be in your presence, you may smoke while in your 
car.  For example, if smoking while in a drive-thru line of a fast food restaurant, or 
bank, or while stopped at a traffic signal, it is reasonable to expect that other 
persons in the same line, or tellers or cashiers at the windows, or other drivers 
stopped at the signal, can be affected by your secondhand smoke.  It is 
recommended that you keep your windows rolled up if smoking while driving, 
which will reflect your intent that no other persons are affected by secondhand 
smoke from your cigarette, cigar or pipe. 
 
Will the Ordinance be enforced throughout the entire city? 
 
Yes, although the city does not enforce its local ordinances on county, state or 
federal properties, even if they are located within the city limits, unless the 
county, state or federal government grants permission for enforcement. 
 
Where can I find out more about the Ordinance? 
 
The Ordinance text is available online at www.ci.el-cajon.ca.us. You can also 
contact the City Attorney’s Office directly at (619) 441-1798 and speak to a staff 
member who can answer your questions. 
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