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Synopsis: 

Project Lifesaver Protects Wandering Patients Gives Peace of Mind to Caregivers, Families and Communities.

 

Project Lifesaver is an innovative rapid response program aiding victims and families suffering from dementia, mental disorder and children with down -syndrome or autism.  By forming partnerships with local law enforcement and public safety organizations, Project Lifesaver deploys a specially trained team with the most reliable technology available to quickly locate and return wandering adults and children to their families and caregivers.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Project Lifesaver relies on proven radio technology and a specially trained search and rescue team. People who are part of the Project Lifesaver program wear a personalized wristband that emits a tracking signal. When a caregiver notifies the local Project Lifesaver agency that the person is missing, a search and rescue team responds to the wanderer's area and starts searching with the mobile locater tracking system. Search times have been reduced from hours and days to minutes. In over 1670 searches, there have been no reported serious injuries or deaths. Recovery times average 30 minutes.  

The Project Lifesaver bracelet is much more than a passive ID bracelet. It is a one-ounce, battery-operated radio wrist transmitter, emitting an automatic tracking signal every second, 24 hours a day. The signal is tracked on the ground or in the air over several miles. Each bracelet has a unique radio frequency, allowing the Project Lifesaver search team to positively locate and identify the person who has wandered away from home or a care facility.
Project Lifesaver teams are specially trained, not only in search and rescue and the use of the electronic tracking equipment, but also in the methods necessary to communicate with a person who has Alzheimer’s disease or related disorder.  Locating the individual is only part of the mission.  The person who is located will be disoriented, anxious, and untrusting.  The Project Lifesaver team knows how to approach the person, gain their trust and put them at ease for the trip home.

1. Innovation / Creativity:  Our Sheriff was introduced to Project Lifesaver at a conference he was attending and having had to do searches for Alzheimer Patient’s that had wandered away from home, he was impressed at the time it took to find someone and the money that would be saved at using Project Lifesaver.   The savings in man power and time is tremendous and cuts the normal search cost and saves the lives of victims.   Uses new technology from Locator Systems out of Canada.  We contacted Project Lifesaver International and they came and trained us on the use of the equipment and search procedures in just 2 days.  
2. Citizen Outcomes:  We are able to offer to family and caregivers a security that if their love one wanders away and they can not locate them that we can come and find them in a short amount of time.  We have cut searches for individuals from hours to minutes.  We are able to bring their loved one home very quickly and usually no medical needs.  It has given family, caregivers and rest homes a much needed sense of security for their loved one or one they are caring for.

3. Applicable Results and Real World Advice:  We have cut the time it takes to do a search from days or hours to minutes.  We are saving tax payer money for personnel and equipment.  On a normal search you would get approximately 100 Officers, Firemen or Rescue Squad members and their vehicles and specialized equipment and start a search.  It can take hours to days and you may find the subject or you may not.   After 24 hours it is a 50 % chance at finding the subject alive.  With Project Lifesaver our longest time of searching was 29 minutes and we used 4 officers to do the search.  We did a search for a mentally disabled person that was last seen at 12:30 pm and we were not notified till 9:00pm when the subject never came back home.  It took us only 10 minutes to locate the subject.  The same subject was missing 2 months ago (no bracelet at that time) and it took 4 hours and 50 people to locate the subject.  Every Government agency needs to be aware of this technology and the savings it can give them let alone the saving of a life.
