Fire 
Sec. 10-13. Amendments to Section 3-5.7 of the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 
Section 3-5.7 is amended by adding the following: 

(a)     Internal fire protection system requirements. 

(1)     An internal fire protection system shall be provided for each building, except that one- and two-family dwellings shall be exempt from this requirement. The term "internal fire protection system" is hereby defined as the water lines, fire hydrants, fittings, valves and other appurtenances required to be installed on private property to provide fire protection, but excluding any appurtenances within ten feet of any building and excluding any part of the fire protection system located within any building. 

(2)     Every internal fire protection system shall be designed and installed in accordance with the Gainesville Regional Utilities' "Water Standards and Approved Materials Manual." 

(3)     Every internal fire protection system shall be designed and installed so as to provide an adequate fire flow in accordance with the "Guide for Determination of Required Fire Flow ," December 1974, published by Insurance Service Office. One copy of the guide has been deposited in the office of the city clerk and shall be kept in that office for public use, inspection and examination. The provisions of this subsection notwithstanding, the fire flow requirements may be varied at the discretion of the fire chief if the official finds that adequate fire protection can be provided without such fire flow and/or the building is provided with a fully automatic fire extinguishing system. 

(4)     Each internal fire protection system shall be separate and distinct from the domestic water supply system located on the property. The requirement of this subsection may be varied at the discretion of the fire official if the official finds that adequate water and fire protection service can be provided without regard to such requirement. 

(5)     The installation of the internal fire protection system shall be coordinated with the installation of other underground utilities to be located on the property and the system shall be activated prior to the start of construction. 

(6)     The internal fire protection system shall be conveyed to the city, at no cost to the city, together with any necessary easements to permit city maintenance of the system. 

(7)     All costs associated with the construction and installation of an internal fire protection system, including the cost of inspection services performed by the city, shall be paid in full by the owner or developer prior to acceptance of the system by the city. 

(8)     External fire protection system requirements. No construction or development shall be permitted unless the central water distribution system located outside of the property will provide an adequate fire flow in accordance with "Guide for Determination of Required Fire Flow ," December 1974. The provisions of this subsection notwithstanding, the fire flow requirements may be varied at the discretion of the fire chief if the official finds that adequate fire protection can be provided without such fire flow . 

(9)     Cost of reconstruction. Where an existing water distribution system must be reconstructed to meet the requirements of this section, the owner or developer will be assessed a share of any costs incurred by the city in accordance with section 27-99. 

(10)     Access during construction or alteration. During construction or alteration of any building access to the building and any hydrant which serves any portion of the building shall be provided for fire protection purposes without interference or obstruction. 

(11)     Prohibitions. It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, or cause to be constructed, any building which does not meet the requirements of this section unless the requirements have been varied by the fire chief designated in this article as being authorized to vary such requirements. It shall also be unlawful to alter, cause to be altered, occupy or allow to be occupied any building constructed after August 10, 1981, which does not meet the requirements of this section unless the requirements have been varied as provided in this section. 

(Ord. No. 002251, § 1, 9-9-02) 

