11.203 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)
 

           (1)       Creation
 

The City Council shall provide for the appointment of a Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and the regulations and restrictions adopted shall be pursuant to the provisions of applicable statutory requirements for a Historic Preservation Commission under state law. 

 

(2)Powers and Duties
 

The HPC shall have the following powers and duties pursuant to the provisions of applicable statutory requirements for a Historic Preservation Commission under state law.

 

(a)Certificate of Appropriateness
 

The HPC shall render decisions on applications for Certificates of Appropriateness.

 

(b)Historic District or Landmark Designation
 

The HPC shall recommend designation of specified areas of the City as Historic Districts or Landmarks.

 

(c)Partial Tax Exemption for Historic Sites
 

The HPC shall review applications and make recommendations for action to the City Council regarding partial tax exemptions for historic sites.

 

(d)Certified Local Government Requirements
 

Under the certified local government (CLG) agreement with the Texas Historical Commission, the HPC shall administer the requirements of the CLG program as promulgated by the National Park Service.

 

(3)Membership, Terms and Compensation
 

(a)Number, Appointment
 

The HPC shall consist of five members. Appointment of members shall be made by the City Council at the second regular meeting of the City Council after the City Election. Members shall be residents of the City for the last twelve months and eligible voters.

 

(b)Terms
 

Terms of members of the HPC shall be for two years, and shall expire on the 15th day of June; provided, however, that members shall continue to serve until their successors are appointed.

 

(c)Qualifications
 

In making appointments to the HPC, the Council shall attempt to maintain a balance of interest and skills on the HPC by assessing the individual qualifications of the candidates including but not limited to their knowledge and demonstrated interest in preservation related fields such as architecture, history, archaeology, planning, or urban or community design. All members shall have a knowledge and demonstrated interest in historic preservation.

 

(d)Current Members
 

Members of the HPC on the effective date of this Chapter shall continue to serve until their respective terms expire.

 

(e)Vacancies
 

Vacancies shall be filled by the City Council for the unexpired term of any member whose term becomes vacant.

 

(f)Removal
 

Any member who misses three consecutive meetings shall forfeit his or her position and a replacement shall be appointed by the City Council to fill the unexpired term.

 

(g)Compensation
 

Members shall serve without pay. Members may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties from available funds approved in advance.

 

(4)Procedures
 

(a)Chairperson and Vice-Chair
 

The Chairperson of the HPC shall be elected from the membership of the HPC by a majority of the members of the HPC. A vice-chair to serve in the Chairperson’s absence shall be likewise elected.

 

(b)Secretary
 

The Zoning Administrator shall designate a staff representative to act as Secretary of the HPC and attend and keep minutes of all meetings. The Secretary shall act only in an advisory capacity and shall participate in its discussions, but shall have no right to vote. The Secretary of the HPC shall also serve as the local preservation officer and fulfill all the duties as may be required under the certified local government agreement with the Texas Historical Commission.

 

                      (c)       The HPC shall meet at regular intervals with advance notice posted according to the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

 

                      (d)       Special meetings may be called upon request of the Chairperson of the HPC, or upon written request of three members, or upon notice from the Zoning Administrator that a matter requires the consideration of the HPC. 

 

                      (e)       Upon the filing of an application for a certificate of appropriateness in an historic district or historic landmark, the HPC shall hold a hearing within 30 days after the date of filing such application. 

 

                                 (i)       The HPC shall render a decision on the application within 30 days of the filing of said application. 

 

                                 (ii)       If a decision is not rendered within 30 days after the date of filing such application, it shall be deemed to have been approved and a certificate showing the filing date and the failure to take action on the application within 30 days shall be issued by the HPC on demand. This 30 day timeline is valid except as provided in Section 11.307(8)(b) for procedures pertaining to certificate of appropriateness for demolition.

 

                      (f)       A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum, and action taken at a meeting shall require the affirmative votes of a majority of the appointive members in attendance.

 

(g)The HPC shall follow Roberts Rules of Order.

