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45-20 MISSING CHILDREN

It isthe goal of the Schaumburg Police Department to utilize every tool availablein the
successful location of missing or unidentified
children, including runaway, abandoned, abducted or any other missing juvenile.

The AMBER Alert Notification Plan and Critical Reach System are both toolsthat help law
enfor cement agenciesin the search and recovery of missing children. The State of Illinois
AMBER Alert Notification Plan was developed by the Illinois State Police (1 SP) asa result of
an act of thelllinoislegidature. The " AMBER Alert" quickly informsthe public of specific
information regar ding the abduction of a child whose life may bein danger. The Plan provides
information about the child's alleged abductor(s) and possible vehicle description to the public
through an Emergency Alert System (EAS). The EAS providesfor broadcasting this
important information over radio and televison sations. Critical Reach isa commercial tool
which, when used in conjunction with the AMBER alert, maximizes the chance of safe
recovery of an abducted child. Using Critical Reach, law enfor cement agencies can create
and print aflyer with the child's photo and caseinformation. These photo bulletins can then
be shared dectronically with other police agencies and the community.

|. RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Communications;

1. Deermineif circumstances of the report meet the definitions of amissing child or
adult. Communications persond shdl question the caler to make a prdiminary
assessment about the leve of risk to the missing person

2. Upon natification that a child ismissng, possbly abducted, or found but unidentified,
Communications shdl immediately assgn a palice officer.

3. Communications shall obtain sufficient information to broadcast a radio message that
derts other officers about the circumstances of the child's disappearance as well as
obtain and broadcast dl available suspect, vehicle and direction of travel information.

4. If the Officer verifiesachild ismissing or possbly abducted and there appearsto be
an immediate threat to their safety, Communications shall broadcast dl available
information including child and abductor (when gpplicable) descriptions to ISPERN
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and dl units.
5. The Watch Commander shdl be natified.

B. Palice Officer:

1. Theofficer digoatched shal respond to the scene immediady, verify if achildis
missing or possibly abducted, and relay the information to Communications.

2. Procedures shdl be followed as outlined below.

C. Shift Supervisor:

1. Obtain abriefing from theinitia officer and other agency personnel a the sceneto
determine the scope and complexity of the case and develop an appropriate

response.

2. Deemineif additional personnd are needed to assgt in theinitid investigation, in
Securing a scene or inititiating a coordinated search of alarge area.

3. Determineif activation of the AMBER Alert sysem and/or other immediate
community natification methods ae required.
[I. AMBER ALERT ACTIVATION

A. Before activating the AMBER dert, the officer recelving the missing person report
MUST ensure the following two criteria are met:

1. Thechildisunder the age of sixteen (16) or has a proven menta or physicd disability;
and

2. Police must bdieve the child isin danger of serious bodily harm or degth
3. If both criteria are not met, the AMBER dert should not be activated.

B. Onceit has been established the two criteria have been met and have confirmed that an
abduction has taken place, the pre-established facsmile packet required to activate the
AMBER dert must be completed. This packet must be faxed to the ISP Springfield Area
Communicetions (SAC).

1. Thefacamile message must include detailed information which could be hepful to the
public in identifying the child.

2. If available, include arecent photograph of the child.

C. Contact ISP SAC IMMEDIATELY to confirm they are in receipt of the packet
information or if there are any difficulties trangmitting information

D. TheYouth Detective Sergeant will be designated as primary contact for ISP SAC.
E. Officers mus ill follow Schaumburg Police Department policy regarding the actua
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investigation process involving any abducted/kidnapped child incident which takes place in
the jurisdiction
If the child has been located or the case closed within eight (8) hours of the time of

abduction, complete the AMBER Alert Natification Plan ISPERN Cancellation Form and

fax tothe ISP SAC.

. After eght (8) hours of the abduction, any cancellation/updates shal be made directly to the

[llinois State Clearinghouse for Missing and Exploited Children Manager.

CRITICAL REACH ACTIVATION
A. Criticd Reach activation does not have the same stringent requirements of the AMBER

dert system and can be used for many different types of cases, i.e.,

1. Abductions, both child and adult

2. Runaways

3. Police Bulletins

If an AMBER dert is activated, ayouth detective shal be contacted immediately for a

Critica Reach activation.

If amissng child does not fit the AMBER dert activation sandard, but there is evidence

the child may bein danger of bodily harm or death, a youth detective shdl be contacted

immediatdy for a Critica Reach activation

In other cases, such as runaways and unidentified children, the youth detective, through the
normal investigative process, may at his discretion activate the Critical Reach System.

IV. RUNAWAYS

A. Reports of runaway youths who reside in Schaumburg and Jennings Home should be

recorded on amissing persons report and entered into LEADS.

. Communications will broadcast a description of al runaway juveniles, regardless of

residency.

. Circumstances may exist which would lead the responding officer to believe aresident or

nonresident runaway is “a risk.” If, after taking into condderation dl facts surrounding
the runaway's absence, the responding officer has reason to believe the runaway may be at
risk, i.e., the runaway isthe victim of acrime or foul play, in need of medicd attention, or
mentally impaired:

1. Immediatdy notify a Patrol Supervisor, and

2. Complete aMissing Person Report Form and enter the runaway juvenile into
LEADS,
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3. When the stuations warrants, coordinate aforma and systematic search for the

missng juvenile, induding:
a. Desgnating a particular search areafor each unit and requesting additional personnd as
needed;

b. Determining if additiond police services may be utilized. If appropriate, request the
necessary sarvices including, but not limited to:

i. The Depatment’s Canine Unit;

ii. Specid Investigations personnd, who will be used to assst in any systematic search
for misang “at-risk” subjects.

c. Deermining if any unusud circumstances exist or any additiona resources are needed
for locating missing juveniles

D. Unlessthe runaway is determined to be “at-risk” (section C), the report will be assgned
for follow up the next business day. A copy of the report and a photograph of the
runaway juvenile (when avalable), will be placed in the plastic mailbox, located on the
wall, outsde the main juvenile office before the officer completes his/her tour of duty.

E. Reports of runaway youths who reside in another jurisdiction, but were reported asa
runaway while in Schaumburg shdl be documented as follows:

1.

2.

3.

A Miscellaneous Incident Report will be completed and a thorough search of the area
will be conducted.

The reporting person shal be ingtructed to contact the agency where the youth resides
for amissng persons report and LEADS entry.

a. Theresponding officer shdl ingtruct the reporting person if the home agency refusesto
take the report, they should return to the Schaumburg Police Department for report
filing and LEADS entry.

b. When completing the report the officer should document the date, time, agency, and
officer refusing to accept the runaway report. The Juvenile Section Supervisor will
follow up on this report on the next business day.

EXCEPTION: Out of gate runawayswill be handled asif they were Schaumburg
resdents.

F. All located runaways should be brought to the Schaumburg Police Station.

1.

If Schaumburg is the originating authority:

a. Notify parent or guardian and facilitate youth' s return. If the youth or parent refuses this
resolution, contact the Bridge Crissteam. Contact the on-duty Y outh Bureau
Detectiveif any problems emerge with the Bridge.
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b. A copy of the police report should be given to the responding Bridge advocate.

2. When dedling with a youth reported missing from another jurisdiction, contact should

be made with the originating agency to determine appropriate disposition and release
of located youth as soon as possible. The agency, personnd notified, and the person
that the runaway is released to will be documented in the Miscdllaneous Incident

Report.

G. Located out of state runaways

1.

3.

The Bridge in Paatine will be contacted if temporary placement is needed for the
runaway. Copies of the officer’s report will be given to the responding Bridge worker.

Out of gtate runaways should be turned over to an on-duty youth detective, when
avallable, with copies of any reports prepared.

Before contacting an on-cal youth officer, procedures and actions taken should be
reviewed by afield supervisor.

H. Runaways That Have Returned Home

1.

2.

The Communication' s dipatcher shal send a patrol unit to the residence to verify the
return of the runaway.

Whenever a person contacts Schaumburg Police Department to report that a runaway
juvenile has returned home the officer receiving the information will be respongible for
the following:

a. Complete a supplementary Report documenting the returned runaway to include the
name and relationship of the person reporting the returned runaway.

b. Complete a LEADS Cancdlation Form and provide this information to the
communications dispatcher.

V. UNIDENTIFIED/ABANDONED CHILDREN:
A child whose caretaker makes no effort to recover the child who has run away, or who has
been abandoned or deserted, often referred to as throwaways.

A.

The responding officer shdl notify hisimmediate supervisor, document the incident on a
Miscellaneous Incident Report and contact the Bridge.

The Bridge shdl arrange for follow-up contact with the parents or guardians, for follow up
counsding, and/or placement, and contact with DCFS; if required.

By order of:
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Director of Police



