CITY OF DECATUR PRIVATE 

CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY ACADEMY

The Citizens Public Safety Academy (CPSA) is an exciting way to learn about police work and fire safety. Through a well-prepared curriculum, taught once a week for ten weeks, students will learn about all aspects of police and fire operations. Academy participants will meet many of the men and women who serve in the Decatur Police and Fire Departments as they explain the functions of patrol officers, investigators, administrators, and firefighters. Academy participants will also learn how officers and firefighters are trained and how one can protect against crime and fire hazards. Interesting demonstrations will illustrate the many skills and abilities police officers and fire fighters must have to effectively protect Decatur.

An important and exciting phase of the Academy is the opportunity to leave the classroom and view police work first hand by riding with patrol officers.

Applicants must submit to a limited background investigation by the Decatur Police Department that will include a check of criminal history and driving record. Individuals who do not meet the Georgia Peace Officers Standards and Training Council standards will not be accepted into the CPSA program. 

Students must be a minimum of 21 years of age by the first day of class. Class space is limited, but a waiting list will be held for future classes should the demand exceed available space.

The Citizens Public Safety Academy is an excellent avenue to become informed about crime and fire safety. It is also gives Decatur residents and those affiliated with Decatur an opportunity to develop working relationships with the Public Safety staff. If you are interested in completing an application for the September class please contact Juanchella Grooms, PhD at (404) 370-4161 or email her at jgrooms@decaturga.com.


SIGN UP TODAY!


CITY OF DECATUR PRIVATE 

CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY ACADEMY

COURSE OUTLINE

WEEK 1

INTRODUCTION 


The first session of the Citizens Public Safety Academy will provide an overview of the Decatur Police and Fire Departments. Policies and procedures will be discussed to gain a better understanding of police and fire operations. Students will also have an opportunity to meet Public Safety management.

WEEK 2

CRIMINAL LAW 


This session will cover many of Georgia's criminal and traffic laws, as well as Decatur's city ordinances. Questions are encouraged. A reenactment of a DUI arrest will illustrate the complexities of 
the law and the knowledge and abilities police officers must have to be effective. 

Officer training is essential to insure the Police Department is capable of effectively serving the citizens of Decatur. Decatur officers are some of the best trained in Georgia. This session will cover the selection process used to hire new police officers, basic academy training, the field-training program, and the extensive on-going training program.

WEEK 3

COMMUNITY POLICING/CRIME PREVENTION 


Community policing is a philosophy in which police and citizens form a partnership to make their community safer. You will learn how the Decatur Police Department works with the community to establish and build trusting and cohesive relationships. Other items discussed include: The role of the Community Relations Specialist, Collaborations with the Decatur City Schools, Crime Prevention Programs, and Youth Programs.


The Crime Prevention session will teach you what you can do to protect yourself, your home, your family, and your neighborhood. Crime problems specific to your neighborhood will be discussed as well. 
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WEEK 4

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS/EVIDENCE 


You will meet each of Decatur's highly qualified crime investigators who handle felony crimes ranging from murder to rape to burglary and white-collar crimes. They will explain their individual areas of expertise. Also to be discussed are:





Investigative Techniques





Case Management





Presentation of Actual Cases


The Evidence session will test your deductive powers in a realistic crime scene exercise. Can you identify the suspects and then pinpoint the real culprit? This session will also cover the following:





Evidence Processing Demonstration





Evidence Collection





How Physical Evidence Can Solve Cases

WEEK 5

DRUG INVESTIGATIONS/SEARCH AND SEIZURE 

Drugs are a problem throughout America and Decatur is no exception. Since drug abuse is the root of many other crimes, drug enforcement is a major priority for Decatur Police. You will learn about Decatur's high-risk warrant execution team. Through a study of search and seizure law, you will learn how difficult it is to deal with the drug problem, even when police know who the drug dealers are and where they live.
 

WEEK 6

THE PATROL FUNCTION


The Patrol Section is the first line of defense against crime in any police department. During this session, you will learn how Decatur's proactive approach to patrol helps make Decatur safer. Among the topics to be discussed are:




Patrol Tactics




Traffic Enforcement - RADAR Demonstration




Traffic Accident Investigation
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WEEK 7
USE OF FORCE 


A few of the questions to be answered in this session include: How often must Decatur police officers resort to force to affect an arrest?; How do we insure officers use only the force necessary?; and What weapons are issued to and utilized by Decatur police officers? You will also learn how officers are trained in the use of force and how difficult decisions regarding the use of force are made.

WEEK 8        COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 




This class will provide an overview of the Communications Division, which will include 911dispatch and court proceedings.

WEEK 9 
FIRE SAFETY 
This class will meet at Fire Station 1. The class will provide an in-depth overview of fire prevention and fire safety education. It will also give you an opportunity to learn how to write and design an escape plan for your home. You will tour the fire department and meet some of the Fire Department staff. 

WEEK 10
GRADUATION




Wrap-up, final exam, graduation ceremony


Order in which classes are taught is subject to change.

CITY OF DECATUR PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT

CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY ACADEMY

APPLICATION

Please enroll me in the next available session of the Citizens Public Safety Academy. I understand I must attend at least seven of the nine class sessions, ride on patrol with a police officer, and take a final examination to graduate.

TYPE or PRINT NAME:________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS:______________________________________________________

CITY:_________________
 STATE:________________
ZIP CODE:________

OCCUPATION:________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER: H_______________________
W_____________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________________


BACKGROUND CHECK CONSENT

I hereby authorize the City of Decatur Police Department to conduct a limited background investigation including a check of criminal history records and driver's history. I understand this check is limited to determining if I meet the basic Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council minimum requirements.

The following is needed to conduct the records check:

Signature:_________________________________________________________

Race:______________________
Sex:_________________________________

Date of Birth:_____________________________________________________

Social Security Number:____________________________________________

Witness:___________________________________________________________

LIABILITY WAIVER

The undersigned being over the age of twenty-one (21), does hereby request permission to spend ______ hours/days with the City of Decatur Police, Department of Public Safety as an observer, to include riding in a motor vehicle operated by a City of Decatur police officer. I agree at all times to obey all instructions, orders, and commands given to me by any police officer, firefighter, employee, agent or other agent of the City of Decatur during the time of my participation in this program.

I fully realize and understand that the profession of public safety by its nature is at times dangerous and that I may be subjecting myself to situations that may result in property damage, injury, or death. Further, I understand and acknowledge the potential of property damage, injury, or death may occur as a result of a motor vehicle accident during my time as a ride-along observer. Knowing and understanding these risks, I nevertheless freely accept these risks and accept full responsibility for myself, for any property damage, injury, or death that may occur as a result of the granting of this request.

In consideration of the educational benefit to be received by me and the granting of this request, I, my heirs, and my estate, agree to hold harmless, individually and in their official capacity, any and all City of Decatur Public Safety officials, employees, and agents from all liability in the event of property damage, injury, or death sustained by me during the time I participate as an observer with the City of Decatur Police, Department of Public Safety. I, my heirs, and my estate further agree to hold harmless the City of Decatur, Georgia and the City Commissioners individually and in their official capacity from all liability for property damage, injury, or death sustained by me as a result of the granting of this request.

The inclusive dates and times for this request are________________to________________________.

Print Name:________________________   Signature:__________________  

Witness:___________________________   Date:_______________________

Authorized by:_________________________________________

Notary Public:____________________________  

My Commission Expires:____________________ 

