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Q and A: Green Waste and Recycling
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By Robert Baer

What are the costs and benefits for residents to have a separate collection container?
The cities I received responses from highly encouraged having separate bins for any green waste.  The City of Berkeley, CA says it makes sense to have separate bins because “people generate it separately so it is easy for them to set it out separately.” The City of Woodland, CA further explains the benefits of having a separate bin extend to “water quality, localized flooding prevention, aesthetics, among others.”  Lawn trimmings can take up a large amount of space and may overwhelm typical trash bins.  Separate bins though usually require separate collection.  The City of Tempe, AZ collects lawn trimmings once a month while Albuquerque, NM collects twice a year.  Every city I investigated that collects green waste has separate bins.
What is the market for green waste?
The cities I contacted said it is possible to make a little money off a mulching program, but the costs of collection and transportation usually outweigh any revenue from mulching.  Santa Barbara County, CA investigated the feasibility of a mulching program that would sell mulch to local farmers.  Santa Barbara found evidence that a program can be beneficial.  The greatest costs related to mulch are transportation, product quality, and applying the product to farmland.  Farmers using mulch can increase yield and decrease water consumption.  Still, many farmers are skeptical about the benefits of mulch compared to commercial fertilizers.  Another important note, the Santa Barbara study found succulents (like Aloe Vera) cannot be turned into commercial mulch.  

Some cities run smaller mulching programs.  The City of Berkeley runs a smaller mulching program using any waste from city parks.  The City of Woodland is investigating a city wide composting program.  Under such a composting program, the city would have a facility where citizens can pick up compost and drop off green waste to be transformed into compost.  If a city collects green waste separately, then it is possible to deliver the waste to a landfill that runs a mulching operation.
What information exists on using glass components in asphalt?
I am not an expert on this subject, but there are different types of asphalt that include glass components.  Information on different types of asphalt containing glass components can be found as freepatentsonline.com.  A number of different products exist, and the type of asphalt used should take into account road noise and maintenance.  
What are some ways to lower recycling contamination?  
The City of Davis, CA relies on education and citizen outreach to lower recycling contamination.  Fresno, CA actually fines citizens for recycling contamination.  The first violation is a warning, and subsequent violations add fines, escalating up to $500 for habitual violators.  The federal government has the MURFY program, which is meant to educate citizens on why it is important to keep recyclables and trash separate: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/warr/murfyprogram.htm.
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