
Workshop On 
Geoinformation For Sustainable Cities  

 
 
The United States is committed to supporting information and communication technologies (ICT) 
for development.  As an example, the U.S. is initiating a public-private partnership that promotes the 
use of geo-spatial information technologies to address urban issues. The partnership is supporting 
the development of a website with on-line resource tools and a training workshop entitled  
GeoInformation for Sustainable Cities. This 5-day workshop is targeted at urban planners, 
geoinformation experts, and policy makers from the rapidly growing, middle-sized cities of North 
Africa and the Middle East. The workshop is sponsored by the U.S. government and the 
International City County Management Association (ICMA), the Environmental Systems Research 
Institute, Inc. (ESRI), and Trimble Navigation, Ltd.  
 
The workshop is structured to introduce components of geospatial information technology to urban 

planners for use as tools to improve their ability to accommodate 
growing urban populations and the increasing demands for the 
provision of potable water, sanitation and waste disposal, 
infrastructure, public safety, transport, energy, and emergency 
services that directly impact 
urban quality of life. Workshop 
participation is by invitation 
only.  Cities invited to participate 
will send two representatives: 
one with policy-making 
authority, and one with technical 
planning and computer skills.  
Participants will attend sessions 
to learn how geospatial tools 
have been used to address urban 
issues in several growing cities 
both within and outside of the 

region, and how to apply this knowledge to their own urban context.  The technical professionals 
from each city will also receive training in the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and the 
Global Positioning System (GPS).  
 
This participatory workshop is planned for the spring of 2006 and will be held in a city in the region.  
If your city is interested in learning more about the workshop and related resources please visit 
http://icma.org/InternationalGIS. The site will become active in December 2005. 
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