Manhattan Beach City Council Members Ward, Cohen, Powell, and Tell:

The League of California Cities is our major advocacy and support organization for local government.  It strives to help California cities effectively serve their residents.  Among its values are beliefs in:


1. “[T]he involvement of all stakeholders in establishing goals and solving 
problems”; and,


2. “[C]onducting the business of government with transparency, openness,

respect, and civility.”

Manhattan Beach City Councilman Richard Montgomery’s actions and words are in opposition to these values.  In contrast, his statements and behaviors represent malfeasance having a chilling effect on promoting citizen participation and displaying distain and disrespect towards our residents.  Specifically, he: 


1. Authoritarian – Stereotypes citizens who are critical of his views as “gadflys” 
(sic) so 
as to denigrate and demean them.  


2. Argumentative – Fails to demonstrate attentiveness and an understanding 
of the interests and values of citizens and a lack of empathy for their concerns.


3. Disparate Treatment – Fails to ensure equal access and consideration of 
opposing viewpoints; and discourages the generation of policies through 
collaboration and problem solving.

4. Arrogance – Demonstrates the arrogance of power rather than the 
statesmanship required of leadership in the public service, e.g. “I continually ask 
that the local ‘gadflys’ (sic) at least inform the residents of the actual facts 
instead of the usual ‘misdirection’ tactics they always rely on.  Maybe one of the 
‘gadflys’ (sic) should try for council? Give the residents a chance to show what 
they think of them.” 

 Therefore, I am requesting the City Council publically censure Mr. Montgomery and demand that he make a public apology.  Further, he should be required to participate in efforts to re-educate himself on the principles and practices of a democracy, and be held accountable by the City Council that he has learned from these rehabilitative efforts.

In a strong democracy, citizens and elected officials work together to build a society that protect individual freedoms while simultaneously ensuring liberty and justice for all. Engaging people around the issues that affect their lives and their communities is a key component of an energized democratic society.

American democracy is built on forging divergent interests and values within our community into solutions that maximize our long-term viability.  Our citizens acknowledge that conditions undergo constant change, and that the task of democracy is to transform this change into progress.

Confronting the tyranny of elected officials is essential to maintaining our freedoms.  It is a tribute to American democracy that our citizens adhere to the admonition of Thomas Paine: “Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.”  

Edward C. Caprielian, Ph.D.
